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Staff Sergeant. He continued his service in 
Bristol by joining its Police Department in 
1982. When he retired in 2006, he was a De-
tective Lieutenant in the Criminal Investigation 
Division. 

Outside of his career, he remained a be-
loved and active presence in the Bristol com-
munity. I knew him for his work on the Ninth 
District Republican Committee, where he was 
the Bristol Unit Chairman and represented the 
district on the State Central Committee. As a 
member of St. Anne Catholic Church, he was 
devoted to his God and his parish. 

Kevin will be long remembered by many for 
his kindnesses. Befitting a man who followed 
a career path of service, he was always willing 
to help others. His survivors include his two 
children, Allison and Shawn, five grand-
children, and his sister, Jackie Collins. I offer 
my condolences to them on the loss of this 
fine man. 
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RECOGNIZING TWO MAINE CON-
STITUENTS, DR. MICHAEL TAY-
LOR AND WENDY TAYLOR 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

Ms. PINGREE. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to recognize two of my Maine constitu-
ents, Dr. Michael Taylor and Wendy Taylor, 
whose shared vision, determination, and com-
mitment have changed and saved lives in 
Northern Haiti and engaged countless Mainers 
in support of better health and better lives. 

Over seventy years ago, the founding docu-
ments of the World Health Association pro-
claimed that ‘‘The enjoyment of the highest at-
tainable standard of health is one of the fun-
damental rights of every human being without 
distinction of race, religion, political belief, eco-
nomic or social condition.’’ 

Michael and Wendy Taylor have long be-
lieved in this right, and they recognized the 
extraordinary need in Haiti. In establishing 
Konbit Sante in 2001, they committed to sup-
porting the development of an improved health 
care system to meet the needs of the Cap 
Haitien community. Their vision was to ensure 
maximum local direction and partnerships 
within the existing system rather than the cre-
ation of a parallel system. And they knew that 
it was important to not just improve access to 
health care, but to improve the quality of that 
care. 

The beauty of this effort has been in the 
Konbit—which, in Haitian Creole, loosely 
translates to working together for a common 
goal. Rather than providing short-term exper-
tise, Konbit Sante’s focus has been on 
strengthening infrastructure, enhancing train-
ing, and ensuring necessary resources. Right 
from the start, the Taylors recognized that 
real, sustainable improvements in an under- 
resourced health system required taking the 
long view. This has not been fast nor always 
easy, but this capacity building model—trust-
ing and supporting Haitians to serve Hai-
tians—has yielded extraordinary results. 

Michael and Wendy have had successful 
careers, raised children, enjoyed art and 
music, nurtured deep and enduring friend-
ships, and travelled the world—always coming 
back to coastal Maine. Along the way they 

have invested their time, talents, and re-
sources in doing good, making lasting con-
tributions for the betterment of humankind and 
inspiring so many others to join them. 

Dr. Taylor is receiving the 2019 Presidential 
Citation today from the American Academy of 
Dermatologists in recognition of his extraor-
dinary contributions to the people of Haiti. His 
wife and Konbit Sante cofounder, Wendy, will 
be at his side. I want to congratulate them 
both, as they make me proud to represent the 
good people of Maine. 
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TERMINATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY DECLARED BY THE 
PRESIDENT ON FEBRUARY 15, 
2019 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2019 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, after 
failing to get federal funding for his ineffective 
and overpriced border wall, President Trump 
has declared a national emergency at our 
southern border to try and sidestep 
Congress’s constitutional authority so he can 
fulfill a campaign promise. 

After the President shut down the govern-
ment for 35 days, my colleagues and I came 
to an agreement that wisely invested in effec-
tive solutions to secure the border. Some of 
these solutions included infrastructure im-
provements at ports of entry, the hiring of ad-
ditional immigration judges and technology en-
hancements to detect border crossings. Clear-
ly, with this national emergency declaration, 
the president and his administration would 
rather stick to a slogan than actually secure 
the border. 

The emergency declaration signed by the 
president would rob taxpayer money from high 
priority military construction projects, including 
projects in the state of Texas, and instead re-
directs that funding towards his pet project. 
This egregious misuse of taxpayer funds 
leaves our country less safe by denying mili-
tary personal the essential training, readiness 
and quality of life necessary for them to do 
their job. 

This unlawful action by the President cannot 
be tolerated. I urge my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this joint resolution of disapproval so 
that we can do our solemn duty and uphold 
the Constitution. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I missed votes on Monday, February 
25. Had I been present, I would have voted as 
follows: Roll Call Vote Number 88 (Passage of 
H.R. 539, the Innovators to Entrepreneurs 
Act): YES; Roll Call Vote Number 89 (Pas-
sage of H.R. 328, the Recognizing Achieve-
ment in Classified School Employees Act): 
YES. 

HONORING THE CITY OF AURORA 
AFRICAN AMERICAN ADVISORY 
BOARD ANNUAL HERITAGE DIN-
NER AND OFFICER SKYY CALICE 
AS THE 2019 AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
LEADER OF THE YEAR 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Officer Skyy Calice as the recipi-
ent of the City of Aurora’s African American 
Heritage Advisory Board’s 2019 African-Amer-
ican Leader of the Year award. 

Officer Calice with the Aurora Police Depart-
ment has been a true star in our community. 
As a Community Oriented Policing Officer, she 
has used her perspective and experience to 
launch numerous initiatives to make a dif-
ference. She established the Girls Run the 
World mentoring program to help guide young 
ladies in our local high schools to reach their 
full potential. Programs like this have been 
crucial to so many of our community members 
and future leaders. 

I would like to thank Officer Calice for her 
honorable commitment to her community. I 
would also like to express my support for the 
City of Aurora’s African American Advisory 
Board Annual Heritage Dinner. The commit-
ment of dedicated public servants like Officer 
Calice is an inspiration to all of us. 
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IN MEMORY OF LOU WACKER 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
memory of Lou Wacker, who died on February 
15, 2019, at the age of 84. Mr. Wacker was 
the celebrated football coach for 23 seasons 
at my alma mater, Emory & Henry College, 
where he compiled an impressive record and 
shaped the lives of many young men. The 
Richmond Times-Dispatch quoted him as say-
ing on his retirement, ‘‘To say that Emory & 
Henry College and the football program have 
been a big part of my life for 23 years would 
be an understatement; it has been my life.’’ 

Coach Wacker was a native of Richmond 
and excelled at football during his time at the 
University of Richmond. Before his tenure at 
Emory & Henry, he was a defensive coordi-
nator at Hampden-Sydney College. His arrival 
at Emory & Henry in 1982 started an incred-
ible run for the Wasps. By the time he retired 
in 2004, his teams had compiled a 164–76 
record, including seventeen consecutive win-
ning seasons, a 37-game winning streak from 
1991 to 1998, and eleven Old Dominion Ath-
letic Conference Championships. 

After retiring, Coach Wacker stayed close to 
Emory. For his great success, he received 
many honors, including induction into the 
Emory & Henry College Hall of Fame and the 
Virginia Sports Hall of Fame. The home 
grandstand at Emory & Henry’s football sta-
dium also bears his name. The many players 
and assistants he mentored over the years will 
remember him for his skill as a coach and for 
the impact he had on them. 
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